[The first rotavirus vaccine approved in the USA and Europe].
A new live oral rotavirus vaccine (Rotashield) has now been approved both in the USA and Europe. In large multicentre trials involving over 10,000 children, the vaccine has been shown to have a manifest protective effect, first and foremost against severe rotavirus-induced diarrhoea, but to be associated with certain side effects. The Advisory Committee on Immunisation Practices and the American Academy of Paediatrics are now recommending that Rotashield be included in the child vaccination programme. Use of the vaccine in Europe is likely to vary from one country to another. The issue of general recommendations for its use in Sweden should await the results of cost-benefit analysis and review of experience of the vaccine's use in the USA. In addition, a more comprehensive identification of rotavirus serotypes occurring in Sweden is a prerequisite for adequate assessment of the vaccine's necessity in this country.